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Network Support
Reporting

Name of Network

Resources for Diversity in Mathematics

Main Organiser Name

Dr. Isobel Falconer

Institution

University of St. Andrews

Email address

ijf3@st-andrews.ac.uk

Date of report

Budget awarded

£25,000

Expenditure to date /Total
Expenditure

£24,710 (not finalised but will not vary much)

Final Report: The final report should include the details below. Please complete and return
by email to businessandoperationsmanager@newton.ac.uk by 31 January 2026 [1-year

extension allowed on original finish date of 31 December 2024]

a) Please tell us about the activities organised and funded by your Network including who

participated.

The Network was initially funded for 2 years, to December 2024, but extended by 1
year to December 2025. Many thanks are due to the initial Steering Group, whose
commitment and inspiration has driven the success of the Network over the past 3

years:

e Professor June Barrow-Green (Open University)
e Professor Isobel Falconer (Chair, St Andrews)

e Dr Christopher Hollings (Oxford)

e Dr Deborah Kent (St Andrews)

e Dr Brigitte Stenhouse (Open University)

Network activities began in autumn 2023 with a series of 4 focus groups to establish
participant requirements, one each in Maynooth, Leeds, Oxford and Edinburgh. In
addition to the leaders, 35 mathematics educators took part altogether. They
comprised: 20 presenting as male, 15 as female; 14 early-career, 17 mid-career, and
4 senior staff, from 22 different institutions of which 6 are primarily known for
teaching, 12 primarily for research, and 4 were related organisations or overseas.
Findings are summarised in a “Think Education” piece to appear in Mathematics
Today (see Publications below).

In addition to these, we ran student focus groups at the Open University, Oxford, St
Andrews, and Glasgow, attracting 20 participants in total.

Following the Focus Groups, we established a JISCmail list for ongoing discussion and
coordination of activities. It currently has:
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e 96 members of whom

e majority are UK-based, but also

e Australia, Nigeria, United States, Czech Republic, Germany, France, Republic
of Ireland

Informed by Focus Group findings and ongoing discussions within the network, we
organised and funded the following activities — all of which are open to all:

Past events

Online

Monthly online reading group: 15t Monday of the month (typically between 12 and 4
participants)

Two online seminars/discussions per annum (typically around 20 participants)

In person
Manchester, 5-6 Sept 2024, 24 participants

Cambridge, INI, 4-5 Feb 2025, 45 in person participants + 30 online registrations (but
few attended online)
Manchester, 8-9 Sept 2025, 23 participants + 2 online

The INI network grant enabled us to cover reasonable travel and accommodation
costs for all participants at these in person events, enabling attendance from many
early career participants without access to travel funds.

Other activities funded by the Network

Staff-student co-creation of a custom-built repository platform for sharing,
discussing, and collaboration around teaching resources. This is currently in a pilot,
but usable, state with a handful of resources. Ongoing development will implement
quality control, curation, and collaborative creation and evaluation of many more
resources. Led by Troy Astarte (Swansea) and a ‘Repository Working Group’ (llaria
Bussoli (Bath), Gemma Crowe (Manchester), Isobel Falconer (St Andrews), Rehan
Shah (QMUL)).

Match funding for staff-student co-creation of mathematics teaching resources that
incorporate historical material addressing EDI issues. Led by Isobel Falconer (St
Andrews).

b) Please tell us of any outcomes of the Network (papers, grant applications, other
conferences, etc.)

Grant applications

Awarded: IMA: £600 for ‘Empowering students by making STEM curricula more
inclusive’, a staff-student co-design resource project, April-Dec 2024 (Rehan Shah
(QMUL) & Brigitte Stenhouse (OU) leading)
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Awarded: LMS Inclusion & Diversity Fund: £1000 for partial support of a 2-day
workshop in Manchester, 7-8 Sept 2026 (Isobel Falconer & Christiana
Charalambous (Manchester) leading)

Applied for: RSS/IMA/LMS Higher Education Teaching and Learning Series:
£600 to support a 1-day workshop in Bath, April 2026 (llaria Bussoli leading)

Applied for: LMS Teaching & Scholarship Network: £1000 which
will mainly provide partial support for an in person 1-day workshop at QMUL,
Spring 2027 (Rehan Shah leading)

Applied for: LMS Collaborative Teaching & Scholarship Project: £3000 to support
staff-student co-creation of mathematics teaching resources that incorporate
historical material addressing EDI issues at Bath, Manchester, & St Andrews
Universities (llaria Bussoli leading)

Network membership has helped to leverage internal institutional funding for staff-
student co-design of teaching resources which embed EDI-focused historical content
at:

e Bath (llaria Bussoli)

e Maynooth (Ciaran Mac an Bhaird)

e St Andrews (Tom Coleman & Isobel Falconer)

A funding bid involving 15 network members from UK and overseas to ICMS for
£16,000 for a 1-week workshop to develop evaluation principles was initially
unsuccessful, but we are in ongoing discussion with ICMS about possible ways of
taking it forward. Led by Isobel Falconer (St Andrews)

Publications

Kent, Deborah, Emilie Aebischer, and Stuart Neave, ‘A Source List to Support DEI/EDI
Work in Mathematical Sciences’, AMS Notices, no. March
(2024) https://doi.org/10.1090/noti2901 and arXiv https://doi.org/10.48550/arX
iv.2402.15612

Falconer, Isobel, ‘History for Inclusion and Diversity in Mathematics Network’ LMS
Newsletter (1 page news item) (to appear February 2026)

Falconer, Isobel, ‘Think Education: The use of history for inclusion and diversity in
mathematics’, Mathematics Today (to appear April 2026)

Bussoli, llaria, Ciaran Mac an Bhaird, Peter Rowlett and Jason H.M. Yip 'History for
Diversity in the Teaching and Learning of Mathematics' MSOR
Connections (forthcoming, 2026)

Hagman, Jess, Isobel Falconer and Duncan Lawson (eds), Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion in Mathematics Education (EDI/DEI), special issue of Teaching
Mathematics and its Applications (forthcoming, 2027)

Conferences, workshops and presentations stimulated by the Network
Workshop (5 days): Australian National University, July 2026. Rowena Ball (Australian
National University) writes:
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“Participation in the network and in the INI Workshop in Feb 2025 has inspired
[this] workshop titled 'Global mathematics histories and futures'.
The developing website is at https://maths.anu.edu.au/news-
events/events/global-mathematics-histories-and-futures.”

Workshop (1/2 day): CETL-MSOR conference, Liverpool Sept 2025, led by llaria
Bussoli (Bath), Ciaran Mac an Bhaird (Maynooth), Andrew Potter (Open
University), Peter Rowlett (Sheffield Hallam) and Jason Yip (Middlesex), ‘History
for diversity in the teaching and learning of mathematics’. Jason Yip writes:

“This focused on the use of historical narratives to support inclusivity,
student engagement, and a sense of belonging in university mathematics.”

Invited presentations

Isobel Falconer, BAMC, Newcastle, April 2024 (cancelled at short notice due toill
health)

Brigitte Stenhouse, PIFORUM24 (Piscopia annual conference), Leicester, Sept 2024

Ilaria Bussoli, Seminar, Bath, forthcoming February 2026 + presentation at
departmental awayday

Jason Yip & llaria Bussoli, online Seminar, Liverpool, forthcoming April 2026

Isobel Falconer, Diversity and Decolonisation in Mathematics Conference, Warwick,
forthcoming May 2026

Teaching and resource development stimulated or informed by the Network

New Y1 module at Strathclyde, ‘Mathematics in Society’, introduced Sept 2024 and

now running for the second year. David Pritchard writes:
“This module touches on the history of mathematics among other topics, and
being involved with the network has definitely helped me to approach the task in
a more informed manner -- trying to challenge assumptions about what
mathematics looks like or who can be counted as mathematicians, rather than
just adding the occasional Great Female Mathematician and Great Non-White
Mathematician to the usual list of suspects.”

Student-staff co-creation of teaching resources has emerged as the favoured
approach to ensuring that activities genuinely meet students’ needs. Resources have
been/are being developed in this way at:

e Queen Mary University London & the Open University (Rehan Shah & Brigitte

Stenhouse in a collaboration forged through the network)

e Maynooth University (Ciardn Mac an Bhaird & Niamh Cabhill)

e Bath University (llaria Bussoli)

e St Andrews University (Tom Coleman & Isobel Falconer)

Based on her network experience, Ilaria Bussoli (Bath), is becoming the EDI
champion for teaching resources in the department of Mathematics & Statistics at
Bath.
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c) Please tell us of any future plans for the Network, if any.
The network will continue to develop and expand. A refreshed Steering Group is
currently preparing a proposal for INI-HIMR Follow-on Network Funding. The
Steering Group comprises:
o Dr Troy Astarte (Computer Science, Swansea)
e Drllaria Bussoli (Mathematics & Statistics, Bath)
« Dr Gemma Crowe (Mathematics, Manchester)
o Professor Isobel Falconer (Chair: Mathematics & Statistics, St Andrews)
e Dr Ciardn Mac an Bhaird (Mathematics & Statistics, Maynooth)
o Dr Peter Rowlett (Computing & Digital Technologies, Sheffield Hallam)
o Dr Rehan Shah (Engineering & Materials Science, Queen
Mary University of London)
To inform our plans, we have recently surveyed network members on what they
would most appreciate as future activities. Findings suggest a re-balancing of online
activities, plus a continuation of twice-yearly in person events.

The grant applications listed previously will contribute to the Network’s future and
growth.

Apart from funding for events and meetings from INI, LMS, IMA, we will be seeking

funding from other sources for:

o further development of the repository platform (which incorporates social
elements) into a significant support of network interactions

« development of an evaluation toolkit tailored for use by Network members

The Network, and resources developed and hosted in its repository, are and will
continue to be open to all, although aimed mainly at HE teaching staff in the
mathematical sciences.

d) Please append a spreadsheet detailing expenditure against budget.
The spreadsheet appended is awaiting final confirmation once National Insurance
contributions on student work undertaken in December 2025 is calculated.

Our decision to hold a series of focus groups around the UK and Ireland, rather than
inviting participants to a central location, resulted in greater participation and
significantly lower costs than budgeted for. This enabled us to hold more in person
events, and draw more people into the network, than originally envisaged.



